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Improvement Fund Grant Guidelines
OVERVIEW:

The purpose of this committee and grant is to provide funding that promotes, encourages and attracts visitors to the travel and tourism facilities and attractions within Sarpy County.  The funds available through this program are provided from the lodging tax revenue fund and are for capital improvements to existing attractions or recreational facilities.
CRITERIA FOR ASSISTANCE:
· 
Nonprofit 501(c)3 or other non-profit designation, organizations within Sarpy County may apply for capital improvement expenses to expand or improve existing attractions that are open to the public and are of educational, cultural, historical, artistic, or recreational significance and that promote tourism and/or generate positive visibility for Sarpy County.  Proof of nonprofit status must accompany application.

· 
Grant applications are due 120 days prior to the capital project.

· 
The Grantee will obtain all necessary local and state permits.

· 
Thirty days after the project completion a report will be submitted to the Tourism committee giving final results.
Grants are discretionary, based upon available funds, other anticipated uses, appropriateness and anticipated effectiveness of proposed use.

REVIEW PROCESS:

A 3-member sub-committee of the Sarpy County Visitors Committee will review grants and must seek approval for expenditures from the Sarpy County Commissioners.  Please submit to:

Sarpy County Visitors Committee

14333 South Hwy 31 #C108
Gretna, NE  68028
Grant payment will be made based upon documentation of expenditures actually made.

SARPY COUNTY VISITORS COMMITTEE

IMPROVEMENT FUND GRANT APPLICATION
Please type the following information either on this form or using this format.
Project Sponsor:________________________________________________

Contact Person:_______________________________________ 

Title:_____________________

Address:______________________________________Phone:_____________

City:  ______________________________State:_________
Zip: __________

Name, date(s), and location(s) of project:

Describe the project:*

Total amount of money requested:__________ Total estimated costs: ___________ 

Please provide a detailed overall budget of the project with this application with estimated costs for each item.

How will this project benefit Sarpy County, tangible/intangible?
Other agencies or groups co-sponsoring the project?

Thirty days after the project is completed a report will be submitted to the Tourism Committee giving final results

Project budget and proof of nonprofit status MUST be attached.

All printed material or advertising media must include the words “Sponsored in part by a grant from the Sarpy County Visitors Committee”.  This committee in no way endorses the consumption or use of alcohol.  Web sites must also contain the above quote and a link to the Sarpy County Visitors Committee web site.

*Attach additional sheets as necessary.
SARPY COUNTY VISITORS COMMITTEE

IMPROVEMENT FUND GRANT AGREEMENT

In consideration of a grant of $_________________ from the Sarpy County Visitors Committee, the undersigned Grantee agrees:

1. To use the grant only for the following purpose: To expand or improve existing attractions that are open to the public, nonprofit and are of educational, cultural, historical, artistic, or recreational significance for the ___________________________(project name.
2. To submit to the Sarpy County Visitors Committee a final report and accounting on the manner in which the funds are spent.

3. To maintain records of receipts and expenditures and to submit the same with the final report and accounting to receive payment.

4. To include in all printed materials or advertising media the words “sponsored in part by the Sarpy County Visitors Committee”.

5. To include in any website the words “sponsored in part by the Sarpy County Visitors Committee” and a link to the Sarpy County Visitors Committee website: www.gosarpy.com
6. Not to use any of the grant funds:

1. For handouts/give-a-ways prior to, during or after the project completion (i.e. trophies, t-shirts, etc.), except those with prior approval from the Sarpy County Visitors Committee.

2. For travel expenses or charter vehicle expenses.

3. For reception room or social event activities prior to, during or after the project completion.

4. For supplies and equipment.

5. For general operating expenses.

6. For additional or current personnel salaries.

7. For items not included in the Approved Grant Application.

8. In any manner that would violate the Nebraska Development Act, Neb. Rev. Stat. §81-1245, et seq. (as amended from time to time).

7. Grantee agrees and understands that copies of bills and receipts must be received by the Sarpy County Visitors Committee within 30 days of the conclusion of the project in order for Grantee to be reimbursed; Grantee’s failure to so submit such bills and receipts will result in a potential loss by Grantee of funds.

8. The undersigned Grantee further agrees that it will not manifest any impression, either by word or by deed, expressly or implicitly, that the Sarpy County Visitors Committee endorses in any way the consumption or use of alcohol.

9. This Grant Agreement may be executed in counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an original.

10. The individual signing this Grant Agreement hereby represents that he or she is duly authorized to exercise such Agreement in the capacity in which he or she is executing the same.

Signed this __________ day of ___________________________, 200_.

Organization Name, Grantee

By:_________________________________________

Title:________________________________________
